
UNIFORM CASE STANDARDS 
INACTIVITY GUIDELINES 

 
 

Case Type and Year Guidelines Status 
DC – CRIMINAL         2 years No action for 2 years, the 

criminal case is designated as 
 
Pending Without Activity 

DV – CIVIL                 3 years Prior to issuance of final 
judgment or order with no 
activity for 3 years the case is: 
If process of service not 
completed in 3 or more years 
following filing of initial 
complaint or petition the case 
is presented to the court for: 

 
 
Inactive 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal 

DA – ADOPTION       3 years No action for 3 years the case 
is deemed: 

 
Inactive 

DG – GUARDIAN       3 years No action for 3 years the case 
is deemed: 

 
Inactive 

DJ – JUVENILE           3 years No action for 3 years the case 
is deemed: 

 
Inactive 

DN – NEGLECT          3 years No action for 3 years the case 
is deemed: 

 
Inactive 

DP – PROBATE           2 years No action for 2 years the case 
is deemed: 

 
Inactive 

DR – DOMESTIC RELATIONS 
                                  3 years 

No action for 3 years the case 
is deemed: 

 
Inactive 

DF – PATERNITY        3 years No action for 3 years the case 
is deemed: 

 
Inactive 

DD – DISABILITY        3 years No action for 3 years the case 
is deemed: 

 
Inactive 

DI – INCAPICITATED  3 years No action for 3 years the case 
is deemed: 

 
Inactive 

IS – INVESTIGATIVE 
SUBPOENA 

Closed upon issuance or denial 
of application: 

 
Closed 

SW – SEARCH WARRANT Denial of application or the 
return of receipt following 
issuance of search warrant: 

 
 
Closed 

ML – MARRIAGE LICENSE 
 
                               180 days 

License is effective upon 
issuance and expires after 180 
days:  MCA 40-1-212 

 
 
Expired 
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